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"It's just as I anticipated/' he whispered to Pulin. " The head clerk has persuaded Henderson Saheb to bestow the post on his wife's nephew. But don't be disheartened. I will speak to our Saheb about you this very day. Come herei at five to learn the result."
Pulin did so and was overjoyed to find that he had been appointed probationary clerk in the export department on E&. 20 per mensem, in supersession of Debnath Babu's nominee.
On the morrow he entered on his new duties with some trepidation, but Kisari Babu took him under his wing and spared no pains to "teach him the ropes'*. Pulin spent his evenings in furbishing up' his English and arithmetic, mastered the whole art of book-keeping, and, being naturally intelligent, he soon had the office routine at his fingers' ends. He grasped the fact that a young man who wishes to succeed in life must make himself indispensable. Iii course of time Pulin's industry and trustworthiness attracted the attention of Mr. Henderson, who confirmed him as clerk, with a salary of Es. 35.
But every cup has its bitter drop; and Pulin's was the persistent enmity of the head clerk, who bore him a grudge for ousting his wife's nephew and seized every opportunity of annoying him. Leagued with the archenemy were two subordinate clerks, Gyanendra and Lakshminarain by name, who belonged to Debnath